The 
INTRODUCTION
It is worth noting that 40 animal species consisting of nearly 4500 breeds are relied on by the world for food supply [1] . In the light of Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) , there has been an erosion of about 800 genetic resources of farm animals and about 30% of all those remaining are associated with some magnitude of risk [2] .
Poultry and its products are a major source of employment, income, food as well as socio-cultural values [3] . Records indicate that in the past decade poultry meat production increased by 43% in developing countries as against 28.4% in developed countries [4] . Jordan and Pattison (1996) cited in John (2016) [5] are of the opinion that meat, eggs, income and foreign exchange is the economic significance of poultry. The demand for red meat from livestock which is expensive has fallen as a result of poultry products which are cheaper and at the same time considered as a more acceptable source of animal protein [6] .
The livestock sector on the other hand employs 1.3 billion people globally and provides livelihood support to 600 million poor small holder farmers [7] . Livestock production which is seen as a risk reduction strategy for vulnerable communities is also an avenue for the provision of nutrients as well as traction for crop cultivation in smallholder systems. The contribution of livestock products in terms of global calorie consumption is 17% as against 33% in terms of global protein provision [8] .
There are positive and negative effects of livestock systems on natural resource base, public equity, economic growth and public health [9] . One of the fastest agricultural subsectors in developing countries is the livestock sector with a contribution of 33% to agricultural GDP. By implication, the growth of the livestock sector is influenced by population growth, urbanization, and increasing income in developing countries [10] .
There was a tripling of total meat production in the developing world from 45 to 135 million tons between 1980 and 2002 [9] .
The Upper West region is one of ten regions in Ghana where diverse domesticated animal species ranging from poultry to livestockare reared on subsistence and commercial basis. It is however noted that researches in contemporary times tend to focus on some other aspects of domesticated fauna to the neglect of species diversity and conservation. For instance, ''Turner (2010) [11] The study is organized into research design, sources of data, sampling techniques, data collection methods, as well as techniques of data analysis and presentation. The study relied on survey research design. The survey research design was appropriate in this direction as the research objectives took into consideration the views, opinions, characteristics and expectations of the respondents. Neuman (2007) contents that survey is appropriate for research objectives and questions that are about self-reported beliefs or behaviors and could even be stronger when answers sought by these research objectives and questions measure variables. The research undertaken confirmed this notion. Also, the study relied on primary and secondary sources of data. In other words, apart a review of relevant literature, the study generated firsthand information from the field.
The study communities namelySamanbaw, Sambisi, Wollembelle, Silbele, Naro, Nanga, Somboro, Gumo, Bielepong, Tanina, Motigu, Bugu, and Nanguri were systematically sampled taking into consideration endowment of natural resources such as poultry and livestock. The study sampled 160 domesticated animal rearers by means of simple random sampling. Data collection methods were questionnaire administration, photography and direct observation. Data analysis was done by means of descriptive statistics as a component of Statistical Package of Social Sciences. Data presentation was done by means of tables, photographs, and charts. [16] is of the opinion that, farm animal genetic diversity is instrumental in the provision of current production needs and enhancement of sustained genetic improvement.Also, Lalit (2010) [17] argue that, there is a progressive erosion of rich biological diversity of farm animals. Especially in the case of cattle, poultry, sheep, and pigs because a large percentage is either being replaced by exotic or crosses of the exotic and native breeds. [18] argue that a variety of non food products such as leather, wool and pharmaceutical as well food products such as meat and milk are provided by livestock. Also, Swanepoel et al (2010) [19] are of the opinion that, apart from the fact that income is generated from livestock production, there is also a provision of economic values for rural families often serving as a major contributor to food security by means of livestock production.
III. RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

C. Methods of Conserving Domesticated Animals
The survey reveals two broad methods of conserving domesticated animals. They are indigenous methods and modern scientific methods. It is clear from Figure 3 .4 that during the period 2014/2015, 10.23% of respondents mentioned closed system as a modern scientific method of conserving domesticated animals, 14.77% of respondents indicated cross breeding as a modern scientific method of conserving domesticated animals, 11.36% of respondents mentioned cross breeding and vaccination as modern scientific methods of conserving domesticated animals, 10.23% of respondents indicated injection of medicine as a modern scientific method of conserving domesticated animals, 14.77% of respondents mentioned injection of medicine and cross breeding as modern scientific methods of conserving domesticated animals, 12.50% of respondents indicated patronage of vertinary services as a modern scientific method of conserving domesticated animals, whereas the remaining 26.14% of respondents representing the majority mentioned vaccination as a modern scientific method of conserving domesticated animals. On the other hand, during the period 2015/2016, 15.28% of respondents mentioned closed system as a modern scientific method of conserving domesticated animals, 11.11% of respondents indicated cross breeding as a modern scientific method of conserving domesticated animals, 13.89% of respondents mentioned cross breeding and vaccination as modern scientific methods of conserving domesticated animals, 16.67% of respondents indicated injection of medicine as a modern scientific method of conserving domesticated animals, 9.72% of respondents mentioned injection of medicine and cross breeding as modern scientific methods of conserving domesticated animals, 12.50% of respondents indicated patronage of vertinary services as a modern scientific method of conserving domesticated animals, whereas the remaining 20.83% of respondents representing the majority mentioned vaccination as a modern scientific method of conserving domesticated animals By implication, modern scientific methods of conserving domesticated animals in the Upper West region are closed system, cross breeding, vaccination, injection of medicine, and patronage of vertinary services. Els et al (2007) [20] are of the view that vertinary vaccines constitute 23% of animal health products in the global market, the sector has grown consistently due to technological advancement in vaccine development. Also, Danielle (2005) [21] opines that closed system of rearing animals also known as concentrated animal feeding operations or intensive livestock operations has the ability to hold large number of cattle , hog,turkeys or chicken often indoors with the aim of maximizing output at the lowest possible cost whilst ensuring the greatest level of food security. On the issue of cross breeding, The Oklahoma Cooperative Extension Service (2017) [22] , argue that in breeding animals, valuable traits in pure bred animals may be considered. Alternatively, individuals may also intend to use some type of cross breeding in order to produce a new type of stock with presumably superior ability in a new area of endeavor. Also, on the issue of injection of medicine, Jacky (2011) [23] opines that, there has been an increase on the use of antibiotics by means of injection over the last decade in some of the most intensive sectors such as pigs and chicken (broiler) production. 27 .78% of respondents indicated adding herbs to feed stuff of animals as an indigenous method of conserving domesticated animals, whereas the remaining 26.39% of respondents mentioned physical control of pest as an indigenous method of conserving domesticated animals in UpperWest region. Conclusively, indigenous methods of conserving domesticated animals are free range system, mixed farming, adding herbs to animal feed stuff, and physical control of pest. In the light of Heuser (2003) [24] , until the discovery of vitamin A and D in the 1920's which allowed for a successful practice of confinement , the free range system among poultry was the dominant system. In the free range system, animals are allowed to roam freely in open space for at least part of the day rather than being confined in an enclosure. On the issue of mixed farming, Mishra (2010) [25] , argue that, mixed farming which is the large category of the world's livestock system is an avenue for maintaining soil fertility and soil biodiversity. It also minimizes soil erosion and helps in water conservation. Also, Walter and Dietrich (1992) [26] reported that in the physical control of pest, ticks can be controlled by collecting them from infested animal and throwing them into a burning fire near the entrance to the enclosure. Also, in the eradication of ticks, the infested pasture can be burnt. On the issue of adding herbs to animal feed stuff, Cheryl and Nancy (2011) [27] argue that extracts and essential oils from epazote, lambsquarters, mugwort, burdock and comfrey can be added to the feed stuff of poultry for prevention or control of intestinal parasites as well as treatment of black head disease (Histomonasmeleagridis) of turkey. 
IV. CONCLUSION
